A will finds a way.
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UK exports to European Union drop 40% in January

(BBC) UK goods exports to the European Union fell 40.7% in January, according to the Office for National Statistics
(ONS), while imports tumbled 28.8%. The figures show the biggest drop since records began in 1997, and are the
first since new trading rules between the UK and the EU came into force. The ONS said temporary factors were likely
to be behind much of the falls. Meanwhile, new data showed the UK economy shrank by 2.9% in January...

Oil falls further on demand outlook, U.S. stock build

(Reuters) Oll prices plunged for a fifth day in a row on Thursday, posting their biggest-one day declines since last
summer on growing worries about rising COVID-19 cases in Europe and the strengthening U.S. dollar. Brent futures
dropped $4.72, or 6.9%, to settle at $63.28 a barrel, while U.S. West Texas International (WTI) crude fell $4.60, or
7.1%, to settle at $60.
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Singapore business sentiment turns positive after a year in the Covid-19 doldrums
(Straits Times) Singapore companies are looking at the second quarter with a hopeful anticipation they had not
expressed in the past 12 months, a survey found. Local businesses are expecting improved sales volume, net profit,
selling prices, new orders, inventory and employment levels in the April-June period, according to Singapore
Commercial Credit Bureau's (SCCB) quarterly Business Optimism Index (BOI) released...

Indonesia : Bl opts to keep benchmark rate unchanged at 3.5 percent

(Antara News) Bank Indonesia (Bl) decided to keep its benchmark rate, or Bl Seven-Day Reverse Repo Rate
(BI7TDRRR), unchanged at 3.5 percent during the two-day meeting of its board of governors ending on Thursday.
"The decision is relevant to the need to maintain the stability of the rupiah's exchange rate amid the global financial
market uncertainty and the projection of low inflation rate," Bl Governor Perry Warjiyo stated...

Thailand : Fitch predicts banks to face challenging times ahead

(Bangkok Post) Fitch Ratings Thailand forecasts Thai commercial banks' profitability to be restricted for the next
few years, given the country's slow pace of economic recovery from the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The credit
rating agency said in a statement on Wednesday Thai banks' operating environment remains challenging because
of a slow economic recovery and continued downside risks related to the pandemic.

China’s young people struggle to find jobs as unemployment rate holds at 13.1%
(CNBC) One year since the coronavirus pandemic hit, China’s young people are still having a hard time finding jobs.
The unemployment rate for those aged 16 to 24 was 13.1% as of February, far above the national urban jobless rate
of 5.5%, the National Bureau of Statistics said Monday. The 13.1% young people’s unemployment rate is the same
as it was during the first quarter last year, the height of the coronavirus outbreak within China.
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Malaysia : Mind the rising crude oil prices

(The Star) Globally, prices of commaodities like oil, food and base metals, as well as raw materials, have rebounded
strongly from the low in 2020 on the back of positive news about the Covid-19 vaccine trials and mass vaccination
programmes. The World Bank reported that between April 2020 and February 2021, food prices have gone up by
33.4%, raw materials such as timber and rubber rose by 18.9%, while metals and minerals increased by 62.5%.

Negative rating pressure on Malaysia will continue — MARC

(The Edge) While Malaysian Rating Corp Bhd (MARC) expects Malaysia's short-term fiscal outlook to improve on
better oil prices and the roll-out of Covid-19 vaccines, the rating agency said the negative rating pressure on the
country will continue to build as many key issues remain unresolved. In a note today, it said the pandemic has caused
Malaysia's macro-financial vulnerabilities to spike, adding that this is also evident in many other economies...

Malaysia : No GST or new additional tax for now, says Tengku Zafrul

(The Edge) The federal government will not be introducing any new additional taxes for now as it is seeking ways to
broaden its revenue post-pandemic, according to Finance Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Abdul Aziz. Tengku
Zafrul added the ministry is currently undertaking a study to review the national tax regime and noted that any new
introduction of tax such as Good and Services Tax (GST) is not a priority for now.
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Major Indices Last UEENY
% Chg

DJIA 32,627.97
S&P 500 3,913.10

EuroStoxx50 3,837.02

Nikkei 29,792.05

Shanghai 3,404.66
Hang Seng 28,990.94

Straits Times 3,134.54
KLSE 1,626.19

Jakarta Comp 6,356.16
Bangkok Set 1,563.96

Source: Eikon, TR

Exchange Rates/Forex

Updated: 22 March 2021
(As per previous day closing)

MYR

CNY 0.6305
THB 100 13.3150
IDR 1000 0.0285
SGD 3.0589
HKD 52.8661
AUD 3.1781
GBP 5.6936
JPY 100 3.7695
EUR 4.8862
usD 4.1050

Source: Eikon, TR

Commodities

Updated: 22 March 2021
(As per previous day closing)

Commodities Price Weekly
(USD) % Chg

Dated Brent 63.80

(Crude Oil)

WTI Cushlng 61.43
(Crude Oil)

Gold (Spot) 1,744.74
Silver (Spot) 26.25

Source: Eikon, TR
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